
PRSRT STD

US POSTAGE

PAID

PERMIT # 1959

San Diego, CA

PO BOX 60212

San Diego, CA 92166-0212

Return service requested

Have you moved? Let us know! 
E-mail: Contact@plaweb.org

www.pointlomaassociation.com

It’s been 50 years!
When did the PLA begin? Was it the first Annual Meeting in 1964, or the
first meeting of a small group in the back room of “The Quarter Deck,” a
women's clothing store on Rosecrans Street, in 1961? At the last PLA meet-
ing, the consensus was that the PLA, or Point Loma Village Beautiful, as it
was called at the time, started with that handful of folks at The Quarter
Deck. Following are excerpts from “Rosecrans Street Revisited,” an article
written by Celeste Trepte, and “History of the PLA” by Klonie Kunzel.
Thanks to Klonie for providing the pictures.

From Rosecrans Street Revisited: “Which will it be, Point Loma ... Beauty or

Billboard Beast?” So spoke San Diego Magazine in the October 1964 issue.

A very timely observation, since at that time the “village” (Rosecrans Street

from Cañon Street to Nimitz Boulevard) was home to 11 giant billboards and

ten gas stations, arrayed with overhead power lines and poles the entire

length of Rosecrans. The street lived up to its nickname ‘gasoline alley.’” 

From History of the
PLA: “Under the lead-

ership of Larry Duff,

Celeste Trepte, Don

Hartley, Janet

Richards, Del

Burnham Rice,

Barbara Hallen and

Tom Wilson discussed

ways to improve the

Pt. Loma Village.

Their first project, with

a small amount of

donated dollars, was to

purchase containers, in

which they planted

bottlebrush plants

donated by the City.” 

From Rosecrans Street Revisited: “To counter the magazine’s challenge,

Point Loma Village Beautiful was formed. It was organized in 1964 with

200 members and little money. The founding members took their inspiration

from Los Angeles Beautiful founder Mrs. Valley Knudsen, whose fame in

community beautification efforts had spread throughout southern California.

She addressed our members at their first fundraising dinner, presenting her

blueprint for success in beautification and tree planting.”

www.pointlomaassociation.com    Spring 2011

Officers

Tony Calabrese, Chair

Cecilia Carrick, Vice Chair

Mary Montanus, Treasurer

Elise Streicher, Secretary

Board of Directors

Chairpersons

Beautification: Ron Brooks

Membership: Tricia Craven Worley

Newsletter editor: Kerri De Rosier

kerriderosier@gmail.com

Larry Baumann

Tommy Cardosa

Tricia Craven Worley

David Crawford

Malinda Dickenson

Megan Ekard

Karan Greenwald

Andy Hollingworth

Linda Jessop Fox

Klonie Kunzel

Maureen Maringer

Barbara Morton

Melanie Nickel

John Pedersen

Martha Phillips

Maureen Summers

Our Mission:
PLA is an organization of residents

and businesses committed to

improving the quality of life of

Point Loma through beautification,

education, charitable activities and

civic collaboration.
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Come to the
Town Hall Meeting!
Thursday, May 12,
2011, 6:00 p.m.

at the Portuguese Hall
2818 Avenida de

Portugal

A discussion with community
leaders including City

Councilman Kevin
Faulconer, Supervisor Greg

Cox, and others about
issues affecting your 

community and the region.

Agenda:

6:00 - 6:10 Membership meeting
and election of new PLA Board
members 
6:10 - 7:10 Presentations
7:10 - 8:00 Question and answer
time and raffle

Submit your questions and
topic requests to:

PLAtownhall@gmail.com 

One down, ten to go...This 60-foot billboard at the corner
of Talbot and Rosecrans came down in 1966.

Continued on the following page



C I V I C
O R G A N I Z AT I O N S

Peninsula Community
Planning Board
Meets third Thursday,
6:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Pt. Loma Library
3701 Voltaire Street

Ocean Beach Town
Council
Meets fourth Wednesday,
7:00 p.m.
Masonic Center
1711 Sunset Cliffs Blvd.
Jim Musgrove, 
jimmusgrove@mac.com

Midway Planning
Advisory Committee
Meets second Wednesday, 
2:00 p.m.
Peninsula Community
Service Center
3740 Sports Arena Blvd.

La Playa Trail
Association
Meets second Tuesday, 
2:30 p.m.
US Bank
1331 Rosecrans St.
Charles Best, 223-3418

Point Loma Association
Meets second Wednesday,
7:30 a.m., Bali Ha’i
Beautification:
First Tuesday, 8:00 a.m.
San Diego Yacht Club

From History of the PLA: “The 200 founding members met at the San Diego

Yacht Club on September 29, 1964 for their first fundraising dinner. The

cost was $25.00 per couple. Money was raised to plant 65 Jacaranda trees

along Rosecrans.

“... In the first communique to prospective members in 1964, we said:

WE ARE FOR:

� Compatible standards of design in all new buildings in the Village area

� Tasteful “face-lifting” of older homes and commercial properties

� More trees, flowers, and landscaping improvements to all properties

� Better standards of traffic control and parking in the Village area

� Removal of billboards and badly placed signs of all types

... In 1967, an attack was made on billboards. Of the 11 originally standing,
only 2 remain.”

From Rosecrans Street Revisited: “Then, in 1967 they started efforts to have

power lines taken down and laid underground. In 1972, 46 poles were down;

1974 brought down 57 more. ... But other kinds of visual clutter did not go

away. Rosecrans was still confronted with a giant twirling Kentucky Fried

Chicken bucket, an enormous Jack popping out of his box, and a large

donut. Amidst a panorama of blinking neon lights! The street was not

enhanced by the addition of four massage parlors in 1973. The name of one

of the parlors, “The Little Admiral,” so incensed the then current PLVB

president, Vice Admiral Marshall Dornin (6’4”), that he took the complaint

to City Council and secured the removal of all four massage parlors.

“In 1974, PLVB undertook a new project to replace the ugly advertising

benches at bus stops along Rosecrans. The handsome new verde green cast

aluminum benches were later paired with attractive trash containers given to

us by the City in response to our village improvements.”

From History of the PLA: “Through the years, more Jacarandas have been

added along Rosecrans and adjacent streets. Other landscaping projects have

included the Gold Medallions by Cabrillo School, Sycamores and Pepper

C O M M U N I T Y
C A L E N D A R

Point Loma Garden Club’s Plant Sale 
Saturday, April 16, 10-4
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Heirloom tomatoes, vegetables and herbs,
exotic plants, fresh floral arrangements made
to order, and many more plants for sale at
very reasonable prices. Richard Dhu will dis-
cuss native plants at 12:00, and John Nobel
of Coastal Sage will provide a special pro-
gram for kids. Master Gardeners on hand to
answer any questions.  

Free. www.plgc.org.

Events at Cabrillo National Monument
April 16-24—National Park Week (free
entrance)
April 23—Junior Ranger Day. Activities for
kids including a living history encampment,
guided hikes, and the park's junior ranger
program.
June 4—National Trails Day. Ranger-guided
hikes throughout the day.

Information? e-mail Rick Jenkins at
Rick_Jenkins@nps.gov.

Spring Fling
April 23, noon - 5:00 p.m.
Ingram Plaza and NTC Park
Activities for children, giveaways, entertain-
ment, scavenger hunt, and egg hunts. Free
concert by Rockola. For more information and
the schedule, go to www.LibertyStation.com.

PLA Town Hall Meeting
May 12, 6:00 p.m.
UPSES Hall  2818 Avenida de Portugal

OASIS at the Library - Wednesdays at
1:00 p.m.
May 25—Women in the Old Testament
June 15—Alcatraz – You Grew Up Where!?
June 22—Contacting the Other Side: Visiting
the Spirit World
Hervey Point Loma Branch Library
3701 Voltaire Street

Movies at the Park
Friday, June 17 - at dusk
Point Loma Park - Catalina & Varona

July 4th BIG BAY BOOM!
The 11 Annual  Fireworks Show benefitting
the San Diego Armed Services YMCA will
shoot from six locations simultaneously at 9:00
p.m. To support this event with a contribution,
make your check out to SDASYMCA (501(c)3
non-profit) and mail to:
San Diego Armed Services YMCA
3293 Santo Road, San Diego, CA 92124

Information? Contact Sandy Purdon, Executive
Producer, at (619) 822-1177.
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Chairman’s
Message
Half a century
ago, a small group
of dedicated Point
Loma residents
began meeting in

a back room of “The Quarter
Deck.” Their goal was to find ways
to improve the Pt. Loma Village.
Three years later, Pt. Loma Village
beautiful was founded. 

I want to thank those dedicated vol-
unteers who started this organiza-
tion and commend them for not
only dedicating themselves to keep-
ing Point Loma beautiful, but to
also improving the quality of life for
all who live and work in this great
community of ours.

There are not enough words to
describe the great efforts of the
“Mean Green Team,” but “over
700 trees” says a lot. They have
planted trees all over Point Loma –
and have recently beautified the
ramps to and from Famosa along
Nimitz. And of course, the Median
#4 project described in this newslet-
ter is their biggest project ever. 

These tireless volunteers are the
most prominent face of the Point
Loma Association and positively
show your membership and dona-
tion dollars at work.

As we reflect on the past 50 years,
I am reminded of the remarkable
strength of the volunteers and
“characters” who have passed on
but will never be forgotten. Their
efforts inspire us to greater accom-
plishments as we move toward the
future. With the help and commit-
ment of the next generation of vol-
unteers, we will be here another
half a century.

By being true to our mission, we
will continue to make Point Loma
“beautiful.” Thank you all for
being part of this community and
for supporting The Point Loma
Association. We could not do
what we do without your member-
ship and support.

--Tony Calabrese

Undergrounding before all those maps showing that the lines on YOUR street won’t be
undergrounded until 2067... This is a before/after view of Talbot Street, circa 1974.

Saturday and 3rd Sunday of each month, from 9:00 a.m. to noon. All tools

and supplies are provided by the San Diego River Park Foundation, along

with snacks and water; so lend a hand and learn about some native plants,

from Bladderpods to Wild Lilacs. Our upcoming work parties are on

Saturday, April 2 and Sunday, April 17.

And - don’t miss our annual plant sale. Check the SDRPF website at

sandiegoriver.org for the date. And, on May 8, everyone is invited for a spe-

cial Open House at the Point Loma Native Plant Garden during SDRPF’s

annual River Days. There will be a guided tour, along with snacks, free give-

aways, and plants for sale.  

For more information, contact the San Diego River Park Foundation at (619)

297-7380 or email volunteer@sandiegoriver.org.

Continued on the following page
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trees along Cañon Street, Dewey School enhancement, landscaping along

Nimitz Blvd, Acacia and morning glories cascading down the embankment

on Nimitz, the “Pork Chops” at Nimitz and West Point Loma Blvd... 

and more.”

While the name has changed from Point Loma Village Beautiful to Point

Loma Beautiful to Point Loma Association, the organization has remained

true to its original mission of beautification while expanding to include

sponsoring the Point Loma Summer Concerts since 2003, making utility

boxes into works of art, tackling graffiti, promoting the Peninsula's interests

with the city, county, and Federal governments, including the Navy, main-

taining Point Loma’s banner district, and holding Town Hall meetings. Look

no further than the contents of this newsletter to see how far we’ve come.

In the first appeal for members, a Chinese proverb was quoted that still is

appropriate today ... “He who wants to do tough work job must first roll up

sleeves.” Roll up your sleeves and join us.

May is Membership Month!
By Membership Director Tricia Craven Worley

Here’s another appeal...Are you a PLAer? Lots of commit-

ted residents and business owners lucky enough to live and work on our

beautiful “peninsula” are!

And we hope you will join us who believe that we can continue to cause

positive change in our neighborhood.

Members of the Point Loma Association Board may be calling YOU on

Saturday, May 7th to give you an easy way to join the ranks of neighbors

supporting what PLA does. If your membership has lapsed, we really want

you back; we miss you being part of our team.

Being a member doesn’t mean you have to pull weeds as part of our mighty

“Mean Green Team,” nor does it mean you have to “do” anything unless you

want to. All of what PLA accomplishes through willing volunteers is funded

by memberships!  And we need you to be a PLAer!

Membership renewals will be in your mailbox in late May. The membership

year is June 2011 – June 2012.

It’s so easy to become a PLAer. You can pay online at www.plaweb.org, by

credit card or by writing a check to Point Loma Association. 

We look forward to meeting you at the Town Hall Meeting on May 12th at

the UPSES Hall. You can renew your membership there, too.

I’ll look for you! 

February 1, 2011 was PLA Day!

O
n that day, Mean Greeners and other PLA members met in the

chambers at the County Administration Building at the beginning

of a public session. There, Supervisor Greg Cox proclaimed

February 1, 2011 to be “PLA Day,” and issued a Proclamation.

Supervisor Cox read the proclamation containing six WHEREAS' regard-

ing the PLA's efforts in graffiti abatement, and its partnerships with other

communities and support of the regional Graffiti Tracker project. The

proclamation ended with:

“WHEREAS, the County of San Diego is committed to recognizing and

honoring those organizations that are dedicated to the public good, and

the Point Loma Association is one such worthy organization; NOW

THEREFORE,

BE IT PROCLAIMED by Chairman Bill Horn and all members of the

San Diego County Board of Supervisors that they hereby commend the

POINT LOMA ASSOCIATION and do hereby declare this 1st day of

February 2011 to be "POINT LOMA ASSOCIATION DAY" throughout

San Diego County.”

An Urban Oasis: Point Loma Native Plant Garden
By Luke English, Friends of the Point Loma Native Plant Garden

Tucked behind Collier Park along Nimitz Boulevard lies Point Loma

Native Plant Garden, dedicated to San Diego’s native ecology. This urban

oasis, at the corner of Green Street and Mendocino Boulevard, is home to

numerous rare and endangered plants native to southern California.  

The garden has evolved into a local plant haven with areas of Oak wood-

land, Torrey Pines, cacti and succulents, and Coastal Sage scrub and

chaparral. If you haven’t visited the garden in a while, go to the top of the

hill towards the southern edge of the garden. There, you’ll find a new

large Oak tree among a group of planters brimming with native Deer

Grass and Blue-eyed Grass. Coming soon is a brand new interpretive sign

with a map of the garden, along with a network of remade trails and new

plantings among the hillside. 

These improvements are made possible by the hard work of volunteers

who come out for our work parties throughout the year on the 1st
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Around Town:
Supannee House of Thai
serves up family recipes
It’s not easy to get Supannee
House to sit down for long at her
new restaurant, House of Thai.
She’s busy making sure customers
are comfortable and enjoying her
favorite recipes.

Located at the former Ritz Camera
shop on Shelter Island Drive,
House of Thai opened February
14 – and has been full of 
customers ever since.

The restaurant is family run, with
Supannee’s sister, Wan Chant, 
as head chef and Supannee’s 
husband, Alec House, as co-proprietor. 

Supannee and Wan grew up in a
small rice farming village in
Thailand with seven other siblings,
then moved to Bangkok. Supannee
came here 16 years ago to get a
degree in International Business –
“and never used it,” she said. With
her daughters growing more inde-
pendent and with her husband’s
support, Supannee decided it was
time to make the move. “We
always wanted to be in the food
business,” said Supannee. “My
husband and I always cook togeth-
er at home. We like to eat.”

Wan moved here just ten years
ago, and gained experience at a
variety of restaurants including
Sawadee in Coronado and Amarin
in Hillcrest, where she served as
head chef for several years. “She
makes special sauces, real Thai
food,” said Supannee. “[She]
cooks like we eat at home.” 

If you want to experience “real”
Thai food, Supannee suggests that
you order the spicy squid and
spicy seafood. But be prepared –
“It’s real Thai hot,” she said,
“People can’t find tastes like this
anywhere.” If you’re new to Thai
food, she suggests Pad Thai with
Wan’s special sauce, or the grilled
salmon dish called “Wan Salmon.”

Continued on the next page

There have been 24 plaques installed as part of the

PLA’s Tree Plaque Project. The cost is $350 for a 7

x 5 plaque that will be installed at the chosen tree

location. For more information, call Robert Jackson

at (619) 987-1970. 

Left to right: Betty Allman, Judy Garrett, Cecilia Carrick, Al Baber, Supervisor Greg
Cox, Pat Buchanan, Kathy White, Jodie Bruhn, Stan Nadel, Karen Davis, Klonie
Kunzel, Celeste Trepte

Exclusive Sponsors:
Dick & Dorothea Laub
Pacific View Foundation

Raffle Sponsor:
San Diego Trust Company

Emergency Support
Sponsor:
Point Loma Credit Union

Band Co-Sponsors:
David P. De Rosier DDS
Stump’s Family Marketplace
Point Loma Nazarene University
Point Loma Rotary Club 
United Portuguese SES
Ryan Family Foundation
Wear Community Fund and 

Peninsula YMCA

Field Sponsor: 
Point Loma Rec Council

Catering Sponsors:
Stump’s Family Marketplace
Barons Marketplace
Miguel’s Cocina
Point Loma Little League

We’re looking for two more
Band Co-Sponsors and one
catering sponsor. Interested?
Contact Martha Phillips at 
(619) 523-3787 or go to
www.plconcerts.org.

Want to form a team 

for Relay for Life?

The event is designed to celebrate

cancer survivors within the commu-

nity, remember those who have lost

their lives to cancer, and fight back

against the disease. Spend the day

walking, fundraising, playing

games, listening to live entertain-

ment, browsing the silent auction

and mingling with those within your

community that who been touched

by cancer in some way. 

The event will be held May 21-22 at

NTC Promenade. It is a 24 hour

event starting at at 10:00 a.m. on

Saturday and ending on 10:00 a.m.

Sunday. Information? go to:

www.relayforlife.org/ptlomaoceanbeachca Continued on the following page



Garden AGarden Awardward
Perennial Gardens Grace Sunset Cliffs Home
By Judy Garrett and Betty Allman

A 50-foot Star Pine dominated this Adair St. corner lot until owners Sue and

Ken Martin donated the tree for the “OB CHRISTMAS TREE.”   

Remodeling and re-landscaping began six years ago as the owners wished

for an authentic East Coast Perennial Garden.    

Two dramatic anchor trees, a Forest Tansy “red bud” and a Robinia “purple

robe” were prominently planted near an extensive stone wall professionally

designed and built by owner Tim Martin. The garden’s color palate of bur-

gundy and yellow-gold was selected to blend with the paint design of the

newly remodeled home. Atop the curving stone wall is the unusual Majorca

(pink) Rosemary cascading to a bountiful garden below of Spanish

Bluebells, Scabiosa, Verbena, Brookside Geranium and succulents. This

home was featured two years ago on the Dana Unit Children’s Hospital

Garden Tour, which will be held this year on Saturday, April 23rd. Sue has

her own consultation business for “Edible Gardens.”

BeautificationBeautification Update
Graffiti removal and tracking: The bad news is that there was a
horrible rash of tagging throughout the community–especially on Catalina

Avenue and Bernice Drive. In addition, 94 windows in the Newport Avenue

business district were targeted. The good news is that two suspects in the

Newport Avenue vandalism have been identified through a Neighborhood

Watch campaign.  

And an update on reporting graffiti: Just dial 211 and report the location. 

One newsrack at a time... Special thanks go to Mike Wisneski of
SD Code Compliance for his very quick response when contacted about a

questionable newsrack. Within a few days, Mike determined that the news-

rack was not compliant, and personally came out and removed it. 

Silvergate: Two of the Canary Island Pines planted on the side of
Catalina Blvd. and adjacent to Silvergate School that had fallen over after

the recent storms have been replaced. Thanks to Drew Potocki, City Urban

Forester, for coordinating the planting, which was funded through the

SDG&E tree bank. Additional thanks to Dan Bohnett of SDG&E for hiring

Urban Corps to plant the trees!4

With daughters at local elementary
and middle schools, Supannee
knows a lot of people in the com-
munity. “We are thankful to the
community for supporting us; we
are happy here.” 

2907 Shelter Island Drive #110
Open for lunch and dinner. Closed
Sunday. Take out orders welcome. 

(619) 795-8424  www.sdthai.com.

Welcome Michael Patton!
We are report-
ing on the latest
member of
Kevin Faulconer’s
staff to replace
Matt Awbrey –
Michael Patton! 

Michael submit-
ted to a strenu-
ous review by

the PLA at the last board meeting,
giving us his home number, cell
phone number, and favorite ice
cream flavor. ... Just kidding. 

Michael is Kevin's representative and
policy advisor for Midway/North
Bay, Mission Hills, Old Town, Ocean
Beach, and Point Loma.

He joined the Second District office
in 2011 after interning for Kevin
since the summer of 2010. He has
been a resident of the San Diego
area since 2005 when his father
took the position as Naval Base
Point Loma Commander.  

Michael earned a bachelor’s
degree in International and Cultural
Studies from the University of
Tampa. He enjoys surfing the cliffs,
sailing in the bay, and playing 
soccer on the beach.

You can reach Michael at
MPatton@sandiego.gov or (619)
236-7025.

An Arbor Day Gift from Atlas Tree Service: Jeff Bruhn, owner
of Atlas Tree Service, gave some much needed attention to the traffic 

triangle at Poe and Nimitz. His company laced out the eucalyptus trees and

put down a layer of mulch. Said Jeff: “We thank you for the opportunity to

help beautify the Point

Loma Peninsula. We

are excited to be a part

of making our neigh-

borhood a better place

to live and visit.” 

Thank you, Jeff!

While we’re thanking folks...

A special thank you to Jim Miller of Mower Unique Landscape Maintenance

for picking up all our tree trimming greens from the Village on Friday,

March 11.

Rose Garden Demonstration: On January 14, Dr. Roger English,
past president of the San Diego Rose Society, gave a demonstration on prun-

ing roses at the Hugh Story Memorial Rose Garden. After a brief discussion,

some folks slipped on their gloves, grabbed their pruning shears, and gave it

a try. Thanks to Mr. English–and to the City’s Park and Rec Department,

who agreed to remove the trimmed out greenery. 

The next beautification meeting will be at 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, April 5 at the
San Diego Yacht Club Board Room. To place items on the agenda, e-mail Ron
at brooks1@cox.net.
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Clockwise: Ron Brooks is lost
among the thorns; Cecilia
Carrick finds something 
other than roses; pruning is
complete.

Get ready for the 

This year promises another
great lineup!

July 15 Help! The Beatles
Tribute Band

July 22 Cashed Out, Johnny
Cash Tribute Band

July 29 The Mar Dels, best
music from the 50s - 70s

August 5 Mighty Untouchables,
Classic Rock and Pop

August 12 Rockola, America’s
Classic Rock Experience

This year, we’re going to have
a separate kid’s performance
stage featuring local talent from
our community. We’re also very
happy to report that, due to the
success of the concerts and the
generosity of our sponsors and
donors, we’re able to pledge
our support to a music program.
Marc Dwyer, Director of
Instrumental Music at Correia
Middle School, was THRILLED to
hear from Martha Phillips that
the Concert Board voted to sup-
port his program for three years
at $3000/year. When asked
what he would spend the
money on, Marc immediately
said, “instruments.”

Thanks to our generous spon-
sors who continue to support us
year after year:

Willis Allen – Presenting
Sponsor for 11 years

Sunrise Bank Point Loma –
Stage Sponsor for six years!

City Councilman Kevin
Faulconer District 2 – Jr.
Stage

Continued on the next page


